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Bodwell Granite Company Store 1858-1919

By Cynthia Martin

lot is today.

same small market?

The Bodwell Granite Company Store was the most ambitious retail
venture ever operated in the town of Vinalhaven. The general merchandise store
occupied the street floor of the most prestigious commercial address in town,
the Masonic Block (on the lot now occupied by Carver’s Harbor Market). The
dry goods department was housed next door in the building now lnown as Port
(" Call. The coal, wood and lumber yards were located where the town parking

Anyone on Vinalhaven could shop at Bodwell Granite Company Store.

But it was operated primarily for workers emploved by Bodwell Granite
Company who would make purchases at the Company Store between paydays,
using “trade tickets” or company-issued scrip. When payday finally arrived,
some workers had little left unspent after deductions for purchases at the
3 Company Store and rent at the company-owned boarding house.

Our feature exhibit n’:miumb the impact of the Company Store on the personal income and household
expenditures of granite workers on Vinalhaven. What were they buying and how were these products used? Did workers
feel compelled to shop there? Did they think prices were fair? How did the Company Store affect other retailers in the

William H. Paige - 1839

The sales daybooks for the Bodwell Company Store
offer a detailed and intimate glimpse into rhythms of daily life
for Vinalhaven's granite workers.

In 1859, William H. Paige was a middle-aged
quarryman whose household included his much-younger second
wife, Maranda Calderwood, their young son and two adult
children from Paige's first marriage. W.H. Paige's store
account #45 shows the household bought many barrels of
flour, gallons of molasses (the preferred sweetener), cheese,
tea, vinegar, salt pork and saleratus (baking soda. used for
biscuits), as well as shoes, ready-made clothing and yard goods
for dressmaking. Account #45 shows few vegetables and little
meat. But many families grew a garden, kept a few animals and
engaged in barter with neighbors,

Bu.bhm Fifield inside the Bodwell Company Store
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Campaign Opened!

DRY GOODS

DEPARTMENT,

Budwell Coaail (s

STORI.
EVERY DEPARTMENT FULL!

A splendid line of

BLACK SILKS

—ANID—

SATINS,
BATIN  MARYEIFFEP X

Black Sicillian, Electoral
Doubles Face Ottomans.

SERGES, BUNTING AND
GAEHMERES,
In Great Variety.

New Patternsin Ginghams
and Prints.

VELVET

EXTRA BARGAINS IN

BROWN SILKS!

Tine Assorbmend of Ladiee’ Cloths

FANCY CASSIMERES FOR
GENTS' SUITS.
HHAWLSE,
SKIRTS,
TALMAS,
JACKETS,

IN ALL
BILADES,

NEW MARKETS,

JHERSEYS

In all Colors and Sizesz.

A complete line of

LADIES' UNDERWEAE.

SMALL wARE LINE, |

Sillk Handkerchiefs, Neck
Ties, Bihs, Collarettes,
Ladies’, Mizscs' and
Children’s Hose,

GLOVES, in New Colors,
BUTTONE! EUTTONE! BUTTONS!
Long and Short Sleeve Vests

for Ladies’, Misses” and
Children.

Purchases reflect the changing seasons. William H. Paige bought 57
dozen eggs from the Company Store from April through September, 1859. He did
not buy any eggs at all during the dark days of October through March, when
eggs were scarce and prices high. The Paiges probably preserved summer eggs
for use during winter months, Eltth',Er}’ sealing the eggs with a fat-like lard, or by
immersing them in “waterglass,” a solution of sodium silicate.

During winter months, quarrymen and paving cutters lost some work
days to bad weather. During the month of December, 1859, quarrvman W.H. Paige
limited his purchases to a barrel of flour for $8.00, a pair of pants for
$4.00 and 27 pounds of ham for $3.53. Gift giving was not a universal practice
in New England at the mid-nineteenth century. If Christmas gifts were exchanged
in the Paige household in 1859, they were not purchased at the Company Store.

The Story Behind the Exhibit

A few years ago, the Vinalhaven Historical Society was excited to receive
a gift from Bob Candage, who found hundreds of documents in a third floor attic
crawlspace of his store, Port "Call.
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The collection includes internal

company correspondence, external correspondence with vendors, trade tickets
redeemed by worliers at the store, boarding house lists, payroll records and hills
of lading for the schooners that brought inventory to the store and took granite off
the island. An intimate glimpse into the lives of individual workers is provided by
sales journals which record all purchases by worker name and by the trade tickets
issued to them.

These documents survived due to a fortuitous series of choices. The
company decided to locate their office away from the main store building which
was later destroved by fire. At some point, someone decided to stow the old
documents in the attic. Bodwell Granite Company employees either intentionally
abandoned or simply forgot the documents when they closed the store and left in
1919. Subsequent owners of the building left the documents in the crawlspace for
eight decades. Upon finding the documents, Bob Candage recognized their
significance to the history of Vinalhaven and donated them to the Vinalhaven
Historical Society for preservation.

Scholarly work has only begun with the Candage Collection and will

continue for many vears, depending on the availability of funding.

The exhibit opens in dune 2008 and will run through the season.
Made possible with generous support provided by Maine Humanities
Couneil and New England College.
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